Review of the novel Pátý rozměr (The Fifth Dimension) by Martin Vopěnka

The writer Martin Vopěnka is a prolific author (11 books since 1989) with an unusual biography. He graduated as a nuclear physicist at the Technical University of Prague but his first job was far from his original expertise in the Research Institute of Psychiatry. After the Velvet Revolution he established his own Publishing House "Práh" in Prague that issued more than 200 books until now.

In his newest book The Fifth Dimension (Kniha Zlín, 2009) the author profits by his experience in physics that is transformed into a fanciful story taking place in very remote Argentinian high mountains. It is not easy to classify the novel into the scheme of established literary categories. Some parts of the book remind contemporary fantasy, some deal with the philosophical aspects of modern physics and cosmology. Moreover, through the whole story pervades grotesque mystique that stems probably from the author´s semi-Jewish origin.

From my personal point of view I appreciate most the excursions of the author into the field of physics and philosophy that reflect the recent inspirative discussions about the origin and fate of the Universe and of the destiny of man in this magic world. I also enjoyed Vopěnka´s suggestive description of the majesty and enigmatic beauty of the Argentinian high-mountain landscape because by a chance coincidence I am much familiar with that territory, too.
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